The patient, an -18-year-old West Indian girl, had lived in Britain for eight years. She presented in January 1969 with a fourday history of headache, sore throat, and pain in the left eye. She also complained of reduced vision and increasing pain in the affected eye.
On admission the patient was conscious but drowsy and was gravely ill with a temperature of 103'F. (39-4'C.) . The The patient's condition gradually improved, but on the eighth day after admission she complained of chest pain. Examination elicited a pericardial friction rub, and serial E.C.G.s confirmed pericarditis. She also developed pain in the right elbow joint, which was warm and tender with limitation of movement. X-ray pictures of the joint on two occasions showed no bony lesion.
The sulphadimidine therapy was stopped on the tenth day after -admission, and penicillin was continued for a further two days. The subsequent course was one of gradual improvement. The pericardial friction rub disappeared three days after the chemotherapy was stopped and the E.C.G. reverted to normal. The inflammation of the left eye slowly subsided, but there was residual impairment of vision in this eye. The patient could count fingers, but was unable to read small print. The visual acuity on the left eye at the time of discharge was 6/60, and this improved to 6/36 four months later. The pain and tenderness of the right elbow joint cleared up rapidly. The patient was entirely symptom-free when last seen in July 1969.
Comment
The incidence of pericarditis, arthritis, and eye complications in meningococcal infection is rare (see Table) . The case presented here is of interest in that the meningitis was assoPericardial, Y7int, and Eye Manifestations of Meningococcal Infection Beeson and Westerman (1943) Banks (1948) .. Koch and Carson (1958) .. Harries (1942) Kaufman, et al. (1951) (Waring and Weinstein, 1946 (Hogan and Zimmerman, 1962) .
Arthritis is another uncommon complication of meningococcal infection, and according to Banks (1948) the joint effusion is usually sterile. Pinals and Ropes (1964) 
